
Located at the cutting edge of dental 
technology, dental implants are widely 
regarded as the best solution available 

for patients with missing teeth. Though the 
treatment itself can be quite costly to the 
patient - both in terms of the material cost, 
and due to the clinical skill required of the 
dentist - the demand for dental implants is 

still growing year on year. 
While it is certainly true that implant 

treatments can justify significant fees and 
thus generate a potentially high profit margin, 
clinicians should ensure they complete 
sufficient training and acquire significant 
experience in the field before deciding to offer 
this advanced treatment to patients. 

HIGH STANDARDS
Not only is this a strict requirement of the 
GDC, in that all professionals ‘have an ethical 
responsibility to limit their scope of practice 
to what they are trained and competent to do’, 
but it also ensures you are protected from a 
medico-legal standpoint, and you can offer 
the highest standard of care possible.

Any clinician seeking to provide implant 
treatments to patients should be familiar with 

the FGDP’s ‘Training standards in implant 
dentistry’. In this document (supported by 
the GDC), the Faculty describes the various 
competencies required of a dentist in terms of 
clinical assessment, treatment planning, and 
the placement and restoration of implants.

According to the FGDP, the skills and 
knowledge necessary for competence in these 
areas should be developed through a training 
course in implant dentistry, with a suitably 
trained and experienced clinician acting as a 
mentor.

In light of these requirements outlined 
by both the GDC and FGDP, many training 
providers have created courses relevant to 
this field to give clinicians the skills and 
experience necessary to place implants with 
confidence in both simple and complex cases. 
As well as many of the major UK dental 
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Sanjay Chopra BDS FDSRCS(Eng) Dip Implant 
Dent RCS(Eng) is a GDC registered specialist 
oral surgeon. He qualified in 1990 from the Royal 
London Hospital and attained his Fellowship 
in 1993 from the Royal College of Surgeons. He 
worked in hospitals and specialist practice for 
several years before establishing the Highland 
View Dental Surgeries in Essex in 1995. He 
lectures nationally and internationally on implant 
dentistry, oral surgery, sedation and 3D imaging 
techniques. Sanjay has a special interest in complex 
aesthetic and implant cases for nervous patients.
www.highlandview.co.uk
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schools, training courses in this area can also 
be found via many implant manufacturers, 
and there are even now certain specialist 
practices offering training to enhance 
knowledge and understanding in this most 
complex area. 

CPD IMPLANT eVeNT
One such practice that has had great success 
in this area is Highland View - a specialist 
referral practice with facilities located in both 
Hornchurch and Leigh-on-Sea. The practice 
is owned and run by business partners and 
registered specialist oral surgeons Sanjay 
Chopra and Philip Hayter - both highly 
experienced clinicians who have taught and 
mentored on implants for many years. 

To promote standards in implantology and 
to inform clinicians on the various career 
pathways in implantology available, the 
Highland View team hosted an extremely 
well attended CPD event on Tuesday 20th 
November at Masa Indian Restaurant, 
Leigh-on-sea, with over 65 clinicians in 
attendance. The event - funded by Highland 
View with some support from Dentsply 
Implants - touched upon many different 
subjects, and included presentations from 
Sanjay Chopra who spoke on ‘The impact of 
implant dentistry on contemporary treatment’, 
and Philip Hayter on ‘Training standards 

and training pathways in implant dentistry’. 
The event was also the ideal opportunity for 
the Highland View team to introduce their 
newest member, specialist periodontist Eilis 
Lynch, who gave a really well received talk 
on  ‘Periodontal problems in general practice’, 
in which she covered many of the common 
things GDPs should look out for in general 
practice, and the point at which a patient 
should be referred on for specialist treatment. 

A GROWING DeMAND
With so many dentists in attendance, the 
Highland View CPD event reflects the 
growing demand for high quality education 
in all areas of dentistry, and particularly 
implantology. Indeed demand was so great for 
the Highland View CPD evening that some 
people were asked to register for the next 
event instead! 

Not only did delegates get the opportunity 
to learn from three hugely experienced 
experts in their respective fields, but there 
was also a highly informative presentation on 
career pathways in implant dentistry and the 
benefits of further education courses available 
through the various universities, as well as the 
diploma and advanced certificate in implant 
dentistry at the Royal College of Surgeons.

The event also presented the opportunity 
for the Highland View team to talk a little 

more about their modular implant course that 
will be running again in 2013. This eight-
module course includes a unique opportunity 
to take part in an anatomy study day at the 
Royal College of Surgeons, London, and 
is the ideal starting point for any clinician 
seeking to learn more about dental implants, 
or perhaps expand upon the knowledge they 
already have.

As Sanjay Chopra and Philip Hayter were 
keen to point out, the more training you 
receive in implant dentistry, and the greater 
level of understanding you have, then more 
predictable your treatment outcomes will be. 
Not only will implant training improve the 
quality and predictability of treatments, but 
it will also ensure your patients receive the 
highest standard of care possible. 
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To ask a question/ or to comment on this article please 
send an email to: PPD@fmc.co.uk

For more information on cpd events and training courses 
from Highland View, visit www.highlandview.co.uk
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